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DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

IELTS listening DEVELOPMENT STUDIES listening practice test has 10 questions belongs to the Leisure & Entertainment
subject.

Questions 31-40

Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS faor each anawer.
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

Development Studies attempts to understand:

How societies change and progress over time.

What 31 [T‘_\-g:e correct answers ".e.'-J help 1o make these changes.

Two approaches:

Thecretical {understand how change ccours)

Applied (examine 32 [T‘_«-;: e correct answers her | and how they can be applied) Areas of focus:

Asia-Pacific region; urbanization (including employment and 33 [_:r'DE COMEct anawers I"E"E] ; migration; trade

You will develop the skills to:

Understand key developments issues in detail

Gather data (both 34 [_'_fs:-:- cormrect anawers h -:-r-] and textual data)

Carefully 35 [T'_f,:-e correct answers hen | findings

a6 [_'_\-g-:- correct answers 'e-'-J on & research project

Brief history of Development Studies:

1950= — The discipline emerges.

7 [ Type correct anawers h E'EJ izsues are the major congideration.
1970=s — Development studies became more 38 [T'y';: e cormect answers her J of the establishment.
OQuestions were raised about power, environmental sustainability and 39 [_;.1: e commect answers her ] issues.

1980= - today — Maticnal governments were no longer as important. Growing interest in small- acale

practices such as remittances and 40 [_;.1:% carrect aNswers "e.re]

LECTURER: Good morning everyone, and welcome to your first lecture in development studies. Development
studies as a discipline can be boiled down to a couple of core objectives. Basically, we are trying to understand
how it is that societies experience particular kinds of change and how they progress as they develop. We're also
trying to go beyond that however and work out how different sorts of 37 actions can facilitate or even encourage
these changes to happen. To achieve these objectives there are two key approaches that underpin development
studies. Firstly there's a theoretical approach, which is all about the how of change, with theory we can explore
some of the big questions. What kind of change should we aspire to and how can this be achieved?
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But we don't just talk we've also got to apply some of this thinking. So through the applied approach we're looking
at specific q32 policies and trying to understand how they can most effectively be put into place. Although we try
not to limit ourselves we do focus on a few key areas, due to our location, for example, the Asia Pacific region is
an important area of research for us. At the moment we're doing a lot of work on urbanization and there are two
elements to this, one is employment as urbanization leads to major employment problems and the other is q33
housing, with so many people moving to cities many of them struggle to find a place to live.

Other issues of particular interest to our staff are migration and of course trade. So what will you be able to do
with the degree in development studies well firstly you'll develop a full working knowledge of all aspects of
development you'll also learn how to gather data we include sessions on how to gather g34 statistics but we
mostly focus on textual data that is policy briefings research reports and so on. Once you've done your research
you need to know what it all means after all there's not much point in collecting a whole lot of data if you don't
know whether it's significant or not so we're going to teach you how to critically o35 evaluate your findings and
finally teamwork is a big part of development work your major piece of research work for this class is done in
groups of four so you're going to learn how to q3¢ cooperate as a team in order to plan and conduct this research
assignment.

| want to move on now to give you a brief overview of how development studies has evolved as a discipline since
it was first established. The first thing to note is that, unlike other subjects such as mathematics or philosophy,
development studies is very young it began taking shape as a formal discipline only in the 1950s. At that

stage, o37 @conomic concerns were at the forefront of nearly all research efforts researchers assumed that
development, in general, could be measured by indicators such as gross domestic product GDP or unemployment
levels. In the 1970s a new set of scholars took charge these researchers informed by the social movements of the
1960s brought a new set of issues to the table.

At that time development studies grew increasingly qss critical of established practices and the assumptions that
lay behind those practices. Questions were raised in three areas the role of power in creating policy, the
importance of environmentally sustainable change and problems with inequalities in terms of 39 gender. From
the 1980s onwards the economy staged a comeback as a centerpiece of development practice. A key factor here
was the reduced significance of national governments, due to a number of market-led reforms in many countries
around the world. In contrast to the 1950s however researchers have recently shown a heightened interest in
smaller scale economic projects. one significant innovation here is the idea of making g4 tiny loans, sometimes
only a few dollars to help women in particular to start up a small business and that brings us to today.
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